I am so excited that you are choosing to take the next steps in
your faith and begin Discipleship Forward here at Forward Church!
This is an awesome opportunity for you to learn more about our
church, Christian beliefs, and where your purpose is in the Kingdom
of God. As I welcome you to our church, let me share what I feel like
God has placed in my heart for Forward Church and the surrounding
area.
First and foremost, know that my heart is to be a “Kingdom
minded” church. The Kingdom of God is made up of every kind of
background, race, and socio-economic level. My desire is to be a
church that anyone can come to and feel that this is where they
belong. To accomplish this, my goal is for people to experience a
culture of “Heaven on Earth” from the time they drive onto our
church campus until they leave, and every moment in between.
Also, I believe with all of my heart that God has called my family
and I not only to this church, but also this city. I have a desire to see
people reach their potential of who God created them to be. With
that said, I pray that this church as well as this city begin “moving
forward together” into the life God has for us. For this to be
accomplished, I know everyone needs a life transformational
experience with God. This is exactly the opportunity that I want each
individual to have through the various avenues we provide.
Most importantly, know that we at Forward Church are all family.
We live life together. Whatever comes your way, you have a Pastor
and church family who loves you and are constantly praying for you!
Your Pastor,

Justin Driver
Justin Driver, Lead Pastor
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Introduction
Welcome to Forward Church

Discipleship Forward is designed to help move you forward
through a process from the initial decision to find out the Basics

about the vision here at Forward Church, to understanding what we
Believe as a church. Then, ultimately discovering through your
spiritual gifts and passions where you Belong in the body of Christ
to help you Become who God created you to be.
F1 - Basics - Getting To Know Your Church
This session is all about our church. You will be introduced
to our team, vision, and everything that makes us who
we are here at Forward Church.
BASICS

F2 - Believe - The Essentials Of Our Christian Faith
This session will provide the essential tools that are
necessary to help each believer become a spiritually
mature disciple of Christ.

F3 - Belong - Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts And
Passions
This session helps you take steps toward
understanding what spiritual gifts God has given
you and where you can use those gifts to serve the
body of Christ.

F4 - Become - Begin Serving Where God Has Placed
You
This session places you where your passion and spiritual
gifts meet. You will be connected with Dream Team Leader
here at Forward Church.
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Meet Our Team

Lead Pastor
Justin & Cassie Driver
Student Pastor
Brandon & Lesley Saksa

Children’s Pastor
Jennifer & Jordan Zirlott
Worship arts Pastor
Tim & Kristy Fugatt

OUR VISION

1.Moving on from our past, into the “next steps”
God has for us; Salvation, Baptism, and Church
Membership.
2.Forward our relationship with God through
Discipleship Forward and Small Groups.
3.Together, as the Body of Christ, make a
difference in our local church, community, and
ultimately the world!

OUR MISSION

1. LOVE GOD!
2. LOVE PEOPLE!
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BASICS

Getting to Know
Your Church
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Our Story
The Bayou La Batre Church was started in 1937 with a few ladies having
prayer meetings and revivals. In 1938, there was a 9 week revival. From
this great revival, the “Pentecostal Fire Baptized Holiness Church” was
born. It wasn’t until 1941 that the church became associated with the
Church of God. Services were held in the Oddfellow’s Hall for a number
of years. Then some of the ladies hosted in their homes until a building
could be rented. After a few months, God opened up a way to purchase
the land on Railroad Street in 1942.

FIRST WOOD STRUCTURE
BUILT IN 1942 ON RAILROAD
STREET IN BAYOU LA BATRE

FIRST BRICK STRUCTURE
BUILT IN 1960
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LAND ON ARGYLE ROAD IN
IRVINGTON WAS PURCHASED IN
1976 AND THE BUILDING WAS
ERECTED IN 1978

Due to the fact we were no longer located
in Bayou La Batre, Pastor Gary Smith
coined the phrase “Church at the Bayou”
while he was Pastoring here. For a time, it
was adopted as our name.

SIDE VIEW OF THE CHURCH
AFTER THE 2003 REMODEL. THIS
IS HOW IT REMAINED UNTIL IT
BURNED IN 2017

There was much confusion over the “real”
name of our church. In order to begin
fresh, the church unanimously voted to
change our name. We became Forward
Church officially on January 12, 2020.
This name reveals who we are, not just
where we are located.

This church has been prophesied over many times by diﬀerent people. We
have a promise from God that He is not finished with us! Greater things
are coming! We are currently using our Life Center as a fully functioning
facility. We will be rebuilding soon BIGGER and BETTER!
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Eight Atmospheres We Strive For at
Forward Church
Godly
We honor God and His Word by living a lifestyle of integrity and striving for
worship services that reflect the atmosphere of Heaven.

Grace
We believe the best about people and make forgiveness a priority.

Gathering
We are a family and we do life together.

Growing
We strive to build bigger people and teams with God’s Word.

Generational
We honor the ones before us and inspire the ones behind us.

Generous
We value others through giving.

Guiding
We model healthy values to our community and help lead others down the right
path.

Great
We serve God with excellence.
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Next Steps
1. If you haven’t already, commit to be baptized (Baptism Services
Once a Quarter)
2. Attend F2
3. Become A Member of Forward Church (Membership Services Once
a Quarter)
4. Complete Discipleship Forward
5. Serve On The Dream Team
6. Join A Small Group
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We believe that Baptism is an
outward expression of an inward
commitment!
It doesn’t matter if you have been
baptized before, if you are renewing
your commitment to God, then it is
perfectly fine to be baptized again.
Page 13

NAME:______________________ AGE:_______ BIRTHDAY:____/____/____
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________
EMAIL:______________________________ PHONE:____________________
T-SHIRT SIZE:_______________________

(At Forward Church we believe that Baptism is a ordinance that we participate in after
salvation. The act does not impart salvation to us, it is only a biblical practice to publicly
declare that one is already saved).
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The Essentials of
Our Christian faith
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Moving Forward Together

1.

Moving on from our past, into the “next steps”
God has for us; Salvation, Baptism, and Church
Membership.
2. Forward our relationship with God through
Discipleship Forward and Small Groups.
3.
Together, as the Body of Christ, make a
difference in our local church, community, and
ultimately the world!

The purpose of this session is to provide the tools necessary to help
each believer become a spiritually mature disciple of Christ.

2 Timothy 2:15 (ESV)
15. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word
of truth.

What is “Spiritual Maturity”?
Spiritual Maturity is being like Christ.

Four Facts About Spiritual Maturity:
It is not automatic.
It is a process.
It takes a willingness to learn and grow.
It takes discipline.
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What Do We Believe?
Declaration of faith
• In the verbal inspiration of the Bible.
• In one God eternally existing in three persons; namely, the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost.
• That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the Father, conceived of
the Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary. That Jesus was crucified,
buried, and raised from the dead. That He ascended to heaven and is
today at the right hand of the Father as the Intercessor.
• That all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and that
repentance is commanded of God for all and necessary for forgiveness of
sins.
• That justification, regeneration, and the new birth are wrought by faith in
the blood of Jesus Christ.
• In sanctification subsequent to the new birth, through faith in the blood
of Christ; through the Word, and by the Holy Ghost.
• Holiness to be God's standard of living for His people.
• In the baptism with the Holy Ghost subsequent to a clean heart.
• In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance and that it is
the initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy Ghost.
• In water baptism by immersion, and all who repent should be baptized in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
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• Divine healing is provided for all in the atonement.
• In the Lord's Supper and washing of the saints' feet.
• In the premillennial second coming of Jesus. First, to resurrect the
righteous dead and to catch away the living saints to Him in the air.
Second, to reign on the earth a thousand years.
• In the bodily resurrection; eternal life for the righteous, and eternal
punishment for the wicked.
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What is Expected
of Us?
Practical
Commitments
• Spiritual Example

• Moral Purity

• Personal Integrity

• Family Responsibility

• Behavioral Temperance

• Modest Appearance

• Social Obligation
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The Five Disciplines of
a Member
Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and agreeing with the values
and ideas presented in Discipleship Forward, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit
to unite with the Forward Church family. In doing so, I commit myself to God
and to the other members to do the following:

1. I will protect the unity of my church
- By acting in love toward other members.
- By refusing to gossip/social media.
- By following the leaders.
Romans 14:19, Ephesians 4:29, Hebrews 13:17
2. I will share the responsibility of my church
- By praying for its growth and leadership.
- By inviting the unchurched to attend.
- By warmly welcoming those who visit.
- By supporting the church financially.
1 Thessalonians 1:1-2, Luke 14:23, Romans 15:7
NOTES:
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3. I will serve the ministry of my church
- By discovering my gifts and talents.
- By being equipped to serve God and others.
1 Peter 4:10, Ephesians 4:11-12, Philippians 2:4-5,7
4. I will build my personal Christ-like character
- Through personal prayer time.
- By reading and studying my bible.
Ephesians 5:1-2, Romans 12:2
5. I will support my church by paying tithes and offerings
At Forward Church, we practice tithing for the support of Christ’s Body, the
church, as God commands. We recognize that giving 10% of our income is the
Biblical standard of giving. The giving of tithes and offerings is worship to
Jesus Christ and is an expression of the relationship between the individual
giver and the Lord. Funds must not be considered as a business transaction,
but as an expression of gratitude toward God.
- Tithe: Proverbs 3:9-10
- Offerings: 1 Timothy 6:18-19
- The gift of giving: Romans 12:8
Leviticus 27:30
NOTES:
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Next steps
1. Become A Member of Forward Church (Membership Services
Once a Quarter)
2. Attend F3
3. Take Spiritual Gifts & Passions Survey
4. Complete Discipleship Forward
5. Serve On The Dream Team
6. Join A Small Group

Page 22

NEW MEMBER INFORMATION
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: __________ Zip Code: _______________
Home phone: ______________________ Cell phone: ____________________
Spouse’s Cell phone: _______________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________
Birth Date: _____/_____/________ Male ___________ Female ____________
Marital Status (circle one): Single Engaged Married Divorced Widowed
Anniversary______________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name: __________________________________________________
Birth Date: _____/_____/________ Male ___________ Female ____________
Children: (18 and under)
Name: _____________________________________________ Age: ________
Name: _____________________________________________ Age: ________
Name: _____________________________________________ Age: ________
Name: _____________________________________________ Age: ________
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Discovering
your Spiritual
Gifts & Passions
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Discovering
Today you will take
steps towards understanding what spiritual gifts God has given you and
where you can use those gifts to serve the body of Christ and the world
around you.
“It is God’s privilege to conceal things and our privilege to discover them.”
Proverbs 25:2
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”
Ephesians 2:10

THE GOAL OF THIS SESSION:
1. To discover my spiritual gifting
2. To discover where I belong
serving in the body of Christ.
“Each of you should use whatever
gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms.”
1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)
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CHRIST MODEL
OF MINISTRY
In order to understand where we belong in the Body of
Christ we must first understand what Christ’s body is and how
it works. Simply put, all of those who are saved and belong to
Christ make up His body. Each member of Christ body is given
“spiritual gifts”, which give us the ability to serve the body as a
whole and the world around us. At Forward Church we like to
use the same model that Jesus used when helping people find
where they belong in the body of Christ. We call this “Christ

Model of Ministry” which is known popularly as
“The Five Fold Ministry”.

“11 And He Himself gave some to be
apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the
saints for the work of ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ.”
Ephesians 4:11-12

Page 27

Each individual member of our church, with all of our different
personalities and abilities work together to form the one body of Christ.
When we discover our gifting and align it with our passion, that is where we
belong in Christ’s body and in the work of the ministry. We all belong and
we all have one or more of these gifts!

5 Fold Ministry
Gifts

Apostle

Teacher

Pastor

Prophet

Evangelist

With the 5 Fold Gifts also come
Here at Forward Church we like to find where
your giftings are so that you can be placed
Resident Gifts including:
on the team you are passionate about and
1. Prophecy
begin doing the work that you were meant to
2. Teaching
do within the team.
3. Serving
4. Exhortation (Encouragement)
5. Giving
6. Ruling (Leadership/Administration)
7. Mercy

How Your Gifting and Team
Role Align:
1. Apostle: Administrator/Leadership
Title/Role: Team Leader
-motivated, organizer, delegator, long range planner
-expects others to perform at his or her level, can seem uncaring
2. Prophet: Prophecy
Title/Role: Prayer Leader
-passion for God’s Word, prayer leader
-seldom organized, doesn’t see big picture
3. Evangelist: Mercy
Title/Role: Recruiter
-opposite of Leadership/Administration
-always caring, sense grief/pain, discerning, peacemaker
4. Pastor: Encouraging
Title/Role: Encourager
-gives sound advice, preaches, does personal counseling
-may become too preachy
5. Teacher: Teaching
Title/Role: Trainer
-loves to share biblical truth, focuses on scripture
-can bore you to tears, pumped up about things that other don’t
care much about
6. Helps: Service
Title/Role: Volunteer/Secretary
-works best behind the scenes, quickly recognized needs of others
-can’t say no, can’t delegate well
7. Giving
-likes to give the best, dissent for publicity
-motivates others to give

as we have many members in one body, but all the
members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members
of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to
the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy,
let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let
us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;
8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows
mercy, with cheerfulness. Romans 12:4-8

Title/Role: Treasurer

4 For
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Using or Losing Your Gifts:(Matthew
25:14-30)

1. Things to consider
a. They all received gifts
b. They all had permission to use their gifts
c. Two multiplied their gifts
d. One lost his gift
2. Two great truths about Spiritual Gifts
a. We receive according to our abilities (Matthew 25:15)
b. We keep and multiply them according to our faithfulness
(Matthew 25:21&23)
We must all use the gifts that God has given us so that they will
multiply and not be lost. Before we can use them we must discover
what they are.

Under his direction, the whole body is fitted
together perfectly. As each part does its own
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that
the whole body is healthy and growing
and full of love.
Ephesians 4:16
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Spiritual Gifts
Name:
Email:
Address:
Age:

under 12, 12-15, 16-19,

20-25,

Date:
Home Phone:
Cell Phone:
over 25 (Please circle one)

(Do not respond on the basis of what you think you ought to say. Rather, respond on the basis of your interest
and experience. Do not let modesty hinder you from answering honestly about your abilities.)

0 – Not at all; 1 – Little; 2 – Moderately; 3 – Considerably; 4 – Strongly
1

I enjoy studying the bible and sharing what I've learned with others.

2

I tend to see a person's potential, and push them to reach their full spiritual maturity.

3

I enjoy helping others get their work done, and don’t need a lot of public recognition.
When I make a financial contribution, I desire to share in the life and ministry that I am giving to.

4
6

I have specific goals for my future and have set plans to achieve them.
I am attracted to people who are hurting or in distress.

7

I sometimes feel I know exactly what God wants to do at a specific point in time.

8

I enjoy presenting truth in a logical, systematic way.
I love to do personal counseling.

5

9
11

I tend not to care how small or unpopular a job is. To me it is an act of worship and service.
I give cheerfully and liberally, often above what is expected.

12

I am able to organize ideas, tasks, people, and time effectively.

13
14

I tend to see things as black or white, true or false, or good or evil.
I enjoy finding answers to questions through in-depth research.

15

I don't mind hanging out with all differend kinds of people, especially when it helps their feelings.

16

I have a strong belief that all I have belongs to God, and I want to take care of what He's given me.
I want to help people have right relationships with one another.

10

17
19

My basis for what I believe to be true is founded solely on biblical truth.
I want to help others by giving them specific steps to follow.

20

I sense great satisfaction from helping others.

21

I desire to make wise purchases and investments in order to provide more resources for the Lord.
I hate chaos and I will take the lead when things are unorganized.

18

22
24

I seem to have an extraordinary compassion for those who are in need.
Sometimes I have a "spiritual hunch" about things or people. . .and usually I'm right about them.

25

I am concerned that the truth be presented in its complete context and am disturbed when scripture is
used out of context.

26

I enjoy serving people, knowing that I am a blessing to them and the Lord.

27

I usually desire to start a new challenge when a previous task is completed.

28

I tend to lack firmness with people unless I can see how it will benefit them.

23
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Passion and Interest Survey
Name:
Date:
Email:
Home Phone :
Cell Phone:
Address:
Age: under 12, 12-15, 16-19, 20-25, over 25 (Please circle one)
Training/Class:
Teacher:
Please rate your passion level for each ministry team area between:
0-not at all, 1-somewhat passionate, 2-moderately passionate, 3-passionate, 4-very passionate

Ministry Teams
Team 1

Outreach Team

Bus Ministry, Food Ministry, Big Events, Missions, Evangelism, Marketing

Team 2

First Impressions team - FIT Team!

Parking Lot, Hospitality, Golf Cart, Security, Front Door Team

Team 3

Tech Arts

Lights, Computer, Video Production, Camera, Social Media, and Media…

Team 4

Worship team

Praise Team, Band

Team 5

Care and Follow Up Team

Care and Follow Up, Prayer, First Time Attender Sponsors

Team 6

Children

Forward Kids, Preschool (Forward Minis), Forward Babies

Team 7a Youth
Middle School and High School Ministry

Team 7b Small groups
Forward College, Senior Adult (Kingdom Warriors), Women’s, Men’s, Adult Discipleship

Comments:

Passion
Level

Desired
Involvement

 0  3  None
 1  4  Currently Active
2
 Interested
 0  3  None
 1  4  Currently Active
2
 Interested
 0  3  None
 1  4  Currently Active
2
 Interested
 0  3  None
 1  4  Currently Active
2
 Interested
 0  3  None
 1  4  Currently Active
2
 Interested
 0  3  None
 1  4  Currently Active
2
 Interested
 0  3  None
 1  4  Currently Active
2
 Interested
 0  3  None
 1  4  Currently Active
2
 Interested

Service
Preference
 Sunday 10AM
 Wednesday PM

NEXT STEPS

1. Attend F4 and complete Discipleship Forward
2. Serve on the Dream Team
3. Join a Small Group
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Become Part of
the Team
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Getting connected
Today you will be given the results of your spiritual gift survey which
will show you where your passions and spiritual gifts meet. You will
be connected with a Dream Team Leader which will get you plugged
into ministry here at Forward Church.
THE GOAL OF THIS SESSION:
To connect you with a dream team here at Forward Church.

Page 35

WE ALL ARE CALLED
AS A MEMBER OF THE DREAM TEAM,
WE ALL ARE CALLED TO:
1. Connect with New people.
People matter to God, so they matter to us.
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” Philippians
2:3-4
2. Build relationships with my Team.
Real Life change happens ... Real leaders are developed when we
take a step towards intentional relationships.
“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all
of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now.” Philippians 1:3-5
3. Empower each other.
We are a people of purpose, working together on purpose.
“He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in
Christ.” Colossians 1:28
4. Celebrate the wins.
There is nothing more powerful than a life changed by Christ.
“In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” Philippians 4:8-9, 13
5. Serve your world.
Discover Your Place of Ministry with Passion and Purpose.
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve others
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:28
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DREAM TEAM
OPPORTUNITIES
TEAM 1: OUTREACH
*FORWARD BUS MINISTRY:
This ministry picks up kids throughout the community to ensure that they can
attend services on Wednesday and Sunday.
*COMMUNITY OUTREACH : There are many ways that we reach out to the
community. This ministry is the biggest part of that. It is our desire for everyone
to be a part of mission work, food ministry, big events, evangelism, marketing,
etc. However, if this is your passion, then you definitely want to serve as a
constant team leader or member of our outreach team.
TEAM 2: FIRST IMPRESSIONS TEAM (F.I.T.)

*PARKING LOT TEAM:
This fun and enjoyable team is truly the first impression of Forward Church. If
you like the great outdoors and enjoy showing people where to park, this is the
team for you.

*FRONT DOOR TEAM:
This team works as greeters who welcome guests as the arrive on campus on
Sunday mornings. They answer any questions as to the layout of our facilities
and what children’s services are provided.

*HOSPITALITY:
This awesome team prepares a hot meal every Wednesday night to make sure
our bus students, staff, and staff kids are fed. Also, they make sure everything is
set out for “Breakfast With Pastor” every Sunday morning.

TEAM 3 - TECH ARTS
This team creates an environment of worship for Forward Church by utilizing
technology for the Glory of God. They serve in lighting, video, sound,
photography, social media, and church media.

TEAM 4: WORSHIP ARTS
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TEAM 5: CARE AND FOLLOW UP

*CARE AND FOLLOW UP TEAM:
This team is a first time visitors first contact from the church. This team helps
welcome first time guests on Sunday morning and gives them a welcome card.
They follow up by contacting first time guests via phone call and letter from the
info filled out on the card. This team also cares for members who are sick,
hospitalized, care takers, or confined to their homes by calling them to pray and
or visiting them.

*PRAYER TEAM:
This is a team of trained intercessors that cover Forward Church services in
prayer. This team is trained to pray in the altars with others and lead others in
prayer in worship services.

TEAM 6: CHILDREN
*FORWARD KIDS:
This team works with children from first through fifth grade serving them on
Wednesday night discipleship as well as on Sunday morning children’s church
services.

*Preschool (Forward Minis):
This team works with children from 3 years old to kindergarten serving them for
Sunday morning preschool church as well as Wednesday night discipleship.

*NURSERY (Forward Babies):
This team serves with babies ages birth through two years old. They serve on
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings.
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TEAM 7: SMALL GROUPS
Are you looking for a place to make friendships with people of your same age
and/or interests? If so, Small Groups are a perfect way to get connected within
the church and form healthy and lasting friendships. These are subject to
change each semester. For a complete list of current small groups check our
website. Below are a couple of groups that don’t change:

*FORWARD 5-6 (5th -6th Grade):
This teams works with fifth and sixth graders to help them transition from
children’s ministry into youth.
*FORWARD STUDENTS (7th -12th Grade):
This team works with seventh grade through twelfth grade through dynamic
worship services, drama, worship, and life changing retreats.

*FORWARD COLLEGE AND CAREER (High School Graduate - 26):
This ministry meets weekly on Thursday nights as well as participates in fun
events, conferences and outings.

We want everyone connected in a group, but if you are passionate
about leading a group here is some need to know information…
1. There is a commitment of eight to twelve weeks for the particular
semester that you want to lead.
2. We have three semesters a year.
3. We will provide leader training before each semester.
4. All curriculum will need to be approved ahead of time by members
of the Pastoral Staff.
5. There is a Small Group Fair before a new semester begins
(normally the two Sundays prior). At this time you will promote your
group and recruit members.
6. Have fun and enjoy it!
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Next steps

1. Serve on a Dream Team
2. Join a Small Group
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